























Schools:

June 10, 1954, marked the last day that students in North Middleton Township attended a
one-room schoolhouse. The next September about 450 children, in grades 1 through 8, attended
the new school, now named Crestview, on Long’s Gap Road.

Prior to its opening there were seven of the one-room variety scattered over the township.
They were: Pleasant Hall, the oldest, Union Hall, Willow Grove, Basin Hill, Evergreen,
Fairview, and Franklin Hall,

Today, the student body at Crestview is made up of 511 students, and the school is the largest
elementary school in the Carlisle School District. 17 teachers work under the administration of
the principal, Richard Ocker, and plans are under way for a new addition to alleviate crowded
conditions.

Presently, three classes are meeting in temporary quarters outside the main school building,
but the new space will be available for the 1976-77 school year.

Bridges:

With a major creek like the Conodoguinet winding its way through the township there is
bound to be abundance of bridges. Many of these were covered wooden bridges, but they have
now all disappeared from the township, replaced by concrete and steel.

In 1792, the first spot on the creek to be spanned was the site of Hays’ Bridge on
Meadowbrook Road. Many of the early bridges succumbed to either fire or the elements, and
such was the case with Hays’ Bridge. The third bridge to stand on the spot was built in 1825 at
a cost of $1500, only 21 years after the first covered bridge was ever built in America. The
structure lasted until 1951 when it was replaced by a modern type after being torn down.

The last covered bridges built in the township were Waggoner’s and Watts’, both being
erected in 1889. The last of these to come down was Watts’ when it burned in 1970. For the last
6 years the road has been closed because no bridge has ever replaced the old span. Before it
was finally razed, the Waggoner’s bridge was offered for sale for $400 by the township
supervisors, but there were no takers.

Gone forever are the romantic old bridges, through whose sides many a schoolboy made a
splashing jump into the muddy Conodoguinet below.

Taverns:

In the early days of the settlement of the township, taverns played an important political as
well as social role. Many times it was in these inns that leaders and politicians met to develop
philosophies or even plot rebellion.

As travel increased, so did the frequency of accommodations, and in the early 1800’s there
- were several taverns along the stagecoach route.

In 1841, Samuel Williams, tax assessor for North Middleton, prepared a hst of taverns, their
proprietors, and the amount of tax. They were: Sulphur Spring House, David Cornman, $1.50;
Mountain House, Benjamin Kutz, $1.00; North Middleton Inn, George Swigart, $.80;
Waggoner’s Gap House, Abraham Waggoner, $1.00; and Middlesex House, John Wonderlich,
$1.00.
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Presently, there are only three public bars or taverns in North Middleton Township; the
Garden Cave, about half a mile north of Carlisle on the Carlisle Springs Road, the Fireside Inn,
just west of Carlisle on the Newville Road, and the 720 Club, on North Hanover Street, In
addition there is the private V.F.W. on the Trindle Road.

Changed, too, is the revenue realized by the township from these establishments. Whereas
the total annual tax for the five inns in 1841 was $5.30, the income from liquor licenses is now
$800.00.

Public Protection:

Part-time constables and Justices of the Peace were the law enforcement in North Middleton
Township until 1965 when William S. Weaver was appointed to work as a uniformed
policeman. For three years, however, keeping the peace remained a part-time proposition.

But the influx of new residents into the township gained such momentum that in 1968 the
need was felt for a full-time policeman, and Weaver filled it. Presently the department consists
of Chief Weaver, one additional full-time man, Mervin Anderson, and four part-timers. To
enable the men to cover the area, two police cars are operated by the department.

Fire protection was provided by an annual contract between the township and the Union
Rural Fire Company of Carlisle. Since there was a good deal of distance involved between
many points in the township and the firehouse, the citizens often had to rally and fight the fire
themselves. This was particularly true in the case of forest fires which occasionally flared up in
the northern mountainous area.

Often these fires, which were usually started by lightning, burmed for days, and the men of
the township would be called upon to scrape and dig fire lines until the blaze was under control.
Within the memory of many current residents is one summer when two separate fires were
burning in the North Mountain at the same time.

Again the increase in population demanded more protection than the tenuous arrangement
with the Union Fire Company afforded, and the board of supervisors first discussed buying
their own fire apparatus in 1952. Today the company has one tanker and one pumper and is
raising funds to buy another. Even with the added protection the contract with the Union is still
renewed annually. -

Public Improvements:

It’s safe to say that the township’s citizens began improvements almost as soon as they got
down out of their wagons. The roads were cleared and bridges were built, but for anything that
we now think of as even crudely moderm, the people had to wait until the turn of the twentieth
century.

The first of the new conveniences to come to North Middleton was the telephone. About
1911 poles were erected, wires were strung, and 22 subscribers had the new little wonder in
their houses. One of these was Bill DeWalt, a current resident of the township, whose family
has lived in the area for more than one hundred years. Countless children were sent across the
fields to the neighbor’s farm to summon someone for a phone call. Many small “switcher lines”
or “farmer lines” went into business and served the township for a while, but the last of these,
the Waggoner’s Gap Rural Telephone Company, ended operations in 1946, and the entire area
is currently being served by the United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania.
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Then in 1939, the township saw its first paved road, West Louther Street extended. Since that
first 2416 foot stretch of hard road, many more have been added, providing easy access to all
points,

In this Bicentennial year of 1976, only one-half mile of public dirt road remains, a section of
Long’s Gap Road extended.

Electricity, as it is now provided by the Pennsylvania Power and Light Company, came in the
late 1930°s. Prior to that each farmer or other resident, if he wanted electric lights, had to
maintain his own power plant. This was a 32-volt storage battery that needed to be constantly
recharged by a gasoline generator. As complicated as it sounds, there were many of these
private power sources in the township.

Things that the township’s citizens of 1976 take for granted without a second thought came
into being during little over a decade and a half that started with the first sidewalks, on West
Louther Street extended, in 1945,

Zoning, which now governs all new building and establishment of businesses, was first
mentioned at a supervisors’ meeting in November, 1948.

Things really got rolling in the 1950’s with the first discussion of acquisition of property for
a township shed (1953), voting machines (1954), plans for development of Schlusser Village
(1954), and the first request for the first traffic ight by the Carlisle Barracks (1957).

After seemingly interminable discussion the traffic signal was installed in 1961, and city
water and sewage were made available in 1962,

Residential building has mushroomed in the township in the last ten years, roughly doubling
the population, until it seems a far cry from the same gentle farm land that in 1937 built and
burned the last limestack in Cumberland County, requiring 144 four-horse wagon loads of
limestone in the process.

Recreation:

The people of Carlisle have from the beginning of the town looked for ways to relax and
enjoy themselves. As often as not, the direction in which they’ve looked is that of North
Middleton Township.

When the area was first established, of course, the streams and mouutains to the north
provided fish and game for both food and sport. Almost every kind of wildlife imaginable, from
beavers to elk and buffalo, inhabited the township in its early days.

The Conodoguinet was full of fish. Every spring shad ran up the creek to spawn, and suckers
were taken by the hundreds.

But with the onslaught of civilization, many of the species quickly disappeared, although as
late as 1966 bobcats were still occasionally reported in the North Mountain.

Still, every October, crowds are thrilled by the derring-do acrobatics of migrating hawks
along the fly-way at the top of Waggoner’s Gap.

Organization caine to recreation with the Carlisle Sulphur Springs Hotel in 1830 that grew to
a 200 roomn extravaganza by the time fire destroyed it in 1867. Many of the young country’s
wealthy sons made a stay at this plush spa.
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And Cave Hill was rapidly becoming a favorite gathering spot of the townspeople. Ladies
would be driven out on a warm summer afternoon to take tea with their friends in the cool
mouth of the cave. Boating, swimming, and ice skating also brought crowds according to the
season.

In the 1890’s a trolley run was established to Cave Hill that made the round trip every half
hour. Acceptance was so good that Bellaie Park and a dance pavilion were built to entice even
more people to the area. Even after the demise of the trolley in the 1920’s, Cave Hill continued
to be a favorite for a long time.

Another busy spot on the creek was Meadowbrook. There, also, were a park and pavilion,
and in addition, this area even had a very popular roller skating rink.

Currently, there are many casual activities enjoyed such as hunting, fishing, horseback
riding, boating, snowmobiling, and just plain hiking. And in support of that are two township-
maintained recreation areas, one on Waggoner’s Gap Road and the other on Fern Avenue.

PREFACE

The Township of North Middleton has, over the years, passed through a process of
legislative change common to many American communities. While only a few simple laws
were necessary at the time of the establishment of the township, subsequent growth of the
community, together with the complexity of modern life, has created the need for new and
more detailed legislation for the proper function and government of the township. The
recording of local law is an aspect of municipal history, and as the community develops and
changes, review and revision of old laws and consideration of new laws, in the light of current
trends, must keep pace. The orderly collection of these records is an important step in this
ever-continuing process. Legislation must be more than mere chronological enactments
reposing in the pages of old records. It must be available and logically arranged for convenient
use and must be kept up-to-date. It was with thoughts such as these in mind that the Board of
Supervisors ordered the following codification of the township’s legislation.

Contents of Code

The various chapters of the Code contain all currently effective legislation of a general and
pernianent nature enacted by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of North Middleton,
including revisions or amendments to existing legislation deented necessary by the Board of
Supervisors in the course of the codification.

Division of Code

The Code is divided into parts. Part I, Administrative Legislation, contains all township
legislation of an administrative nature, namely, that dealing with the administration of
government, that establishing or regulating municipal departments and that affecting officers
and employees of the municipal government and its departments. Part 1I, General Legislation,
contains all other township legislation of a regulatory nature. Items of legislation in this part
generally impose penalties for violation of their provisions, whereas those in Part I do not.
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Grouping of Legislation and
Arrangement of Chapters

The various items of legislation are organized into chapters, their order being an alphabetical
progression from one subject to another. Wherever there are two or more items of legislation
dealing with the same subject, they are combined into a single chapter. Thus, for example, all
legislation pertaming to the regulation of streets and sidewalks may be found in Part II, in the
chapter entitled “Streets and Sidewalks.” In such chapters, use of article or part designations
has preserved the identity of the individual items of legislation.

Table of Contents

The Table of Contents details the alphabetical arrangement of material by chapter as a means
of identifying specific areas of legislation. Wherever two or more items of legislation have been
combined by the editor into a single chapter, titles of the several articles are listed beneath the
chapter title in order to facilitate the location of the individual item of legislation.

Reserved Chapters

Space has been provided in the Code for the convenient insertion, alphabetically, of later
enactments. In the Table of Contents such space appears as chapters entitled “(Reserved).” In
the body of the Code, reserved space is provided by breaks in the page-numbering sequence
between chapters.

Pagination

A unique page-numbering system has been used, in which each chapter forms an
autonomous unit. One hundred pages have been allotted to each chapter, and the first page of
each is the number of that chapter followed by the numerals “01.” Thus, Chapter 6 begins on
page 601, Chapter 53 on page 5301, etc. By use of this system, it is possible to add or to change
pages in any chapter without affecting the sequence of subsequent pages in other chapters, and
to insert new chapters without affecting the existing organization.

Numbering of Sections

A chapter-related section-numbering system is employed, in which each section of every
item of legislation is assigned a number which indicates both the number of the chapter in
which the legislation is located and the location of the section within that chapter. Thus, the
first section of Chapter 6 is § 6-1, while the fourth section of Chapter 53 is § 53-4. New
sections can then be added between existing sections using a decimal system. Thus, for
example, if two sections were to be added between §§ 53-4 and 53-5, they would be numbered
as §§ 53-4.1 and 53-4.2.

Scheme

The Scheme is the list of section titles which precedes the text of each chapter. These titles
are carefully written so that, taken together, they may be considered as a summary of the
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content of the chapter. Taken separately, each describes the content of a particular section. For
ease and precision of reference, the Scheme titles are repeated as section headings in the text.

Histories

At the end of the Scheme in each chapter is located the legislative history for that chapter.
This History indicates the specific legislative source from which the chapter was derived,
including the enactment number (e.g., ordinance number, local law number, bylaw number,
resolution number, etc.), if pertinent, and the date of adoption. In the case of chapters
containing parts or articles derived from more than one item of legislation, the source of each
part or article is indicated in the text, under its title. Amendments to individual sections or
subsections are indicated by histories where appropriate in the text.

Codification
Amendments and Revisions

New chapters adopted during the process of codification are specifically enumerated in
chapter Histories with reference to “Ch. 1, General Provisions,” where the legislation adopting
this Code and making such revisions will appear after final enactment. Sections amended or
revised are indicated in the text by means of Editor’s Notes referring to the chapter cited above.

General References; Editor’s Notes

In each chapter containing material related to other chapters in the Code, a table of General
References is included to direct the reader’s attention to such related chapters. Editor’s Notes
are used in the text to provide supplementary information and cross-references to related
provisions in other chapters.

Appendix

Certain forms of local legislation are not of a nature suitable for inclusion in the main body
of the Code but are of such significance that their application is community-wide or their
provisions are germane to the conduct of municipal government. The Appendix of this Code is
reserved for such legislation and for any other material that the community may wish to
include.

Disposition List

The Disposition List is a chronological listing of legislation adopted since the publication of
the Code, indicating its inclusion in the Code or the reason for its exclusion. The Disposition
List will be updated with each supplement to the Code to include the legislation reviewed with
said supplement.

Index

The Index is a guide to information. Since it is likely that this Code will be used by persons
without formal legal training, the Index has been formulated to enable such persons to locate a
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particular section quickly. Each section of each chapter has been indexed. The Index will be
supplemented and revised from time to time as new legislation is added to the Code.

Instructions for
Amending the Code

All changes to the Code, whether they are amendments, deletions or complete new additions,
should be adopted as amending the Code. In doing so, existing material that is not being
substantively altered should not be renumbered.

Adding new sections. Where new sections are to be added to a chapter, they can be added at
the end of the existing material (continuing the numbering sequence) or inserted between
existing sections as decimal numbers (e.g., a new section between §§ 65-5 and 65-6 should be
designated § 65-5.1).

Adding new chapters. New chapters should be added in the proper alphabetical sequence in
the appropriate division or part (e.g., Part I, Administrative Legislation, or Part II, General
Legislation), utilizing the reserved chapter numbers. New chapter titles should begin with the
key word for the alphabetical listing (e.g., new legislation on abandoned vehicles should be
titled “Vehicles, Abandoned” under “V” in the table of contents, and a new enactment on coin-
operated amusement devices should be “Amusement Devices” or “Amusement Devices, Coin-
Operated” under “A” in the table of contents). Where a reserved number is not available, an
“A” chapter should be used (e.g., a new chapter to be included between Chapters 166 and 167
should be designated Chapter 166A).

Adding new articles. New articles may be inserted between existing articles in a chapter
(e.g., adding a new district to the Zoning Regulations) by the use of “A” articles (e.g., a new
article to be included between Articles XVI and XVII should be designated Article XVIA). The
section numbers would be as indicated above (e.g., if the new Article XVIA contains six
sections and existing Article XVI ends with § 166-30 and Article XVII begins with § 166-31,
Article XVIA should contain §§ 166-30.1 through 166-30.6). NOTE: In chapters where articles
appear on the Table of Contents, simply add new articles to the end of the chapter since they are
not arranged by subject matter.

Supplementation

Supplementation of the Code will follow the adoption of new legislation. New legislation or
amendments to existing legislation will be included and repeals will be indicated as soon as
possible after passage. Supplemental pages should be inserted as soon as they are received and
old pages removed, in accordance with the Instruction Page which accompanies each
supplement,
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increase in number and complexity and range in importance from everyday details to crucial
areas of civic planning. It is the profound conviction of General Code Publishers Corp. that this
Code will contribute significantly to the efficient administration of local government. As
Samuel Johnson observed, “The law is the last result of human wisdom acting upon human
experience for the benefit of the public.”
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